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THE JUNIPER,
BANFF

BY CINDA CHAVICH, BANFF

anff is a spot steeped in Ca-
nadian history — the place
where dramatic scenery, a
natural hot spring and the
transcontinental railway intersect-
ed to give us the perfect site for
Canada's first national park.

It's also a place where rustic lodg-
es and mountains define the ourist
experience, where fieldstone fire-
places and log timbers rule the ar-
chitectural aesthetic,

But for more recent history buffs
— say the stylish, mid-century
modern — there’s a newly
renovated hotel, renamed The Juni-
per, in Banff, offering what might be
dubbed a "Rocky Mountain retro”
experience.

Design

If there’s a hip boutigue hotel in
Banfl, this is it. It's rustic and mini-
malist at the same time — a reno-
vation that has taken a 50-year-old
local hotel (formery known as the
Timberline Inn) into the 21st-cen-
tury by taking out everything extra-
neous and leaving the mid-century
bones of the building intact. With
walls of stacked, gunmetal grey
rundle stone, burnished redwood
details and muted natural colours,
it's a stylish retrofit that gives the
place a casual Zen vibe.

Peter Poole, one of the forward-
thinking partners of the Juniper ho-
tel project, is a big proponent of
sustainable development, so there
‘was a fair bit of recycling and recla-
mation done here too, The slabs of
slate incised with each room num-
ber are made from old roof tiles
(salvaged from the Banfl Springs
Hotel) and the reno included low-
flow toilets, and a “green” roof of
native plants and reclaimed wood.

Ambience
The small, 52-room hotel was buili

in 1955 and retains that era’s ranch-
style sprawl, tiered down a steep
slope at the base of Mount Nor-
quay, across the Trans-Canada
Highway from the town of Banff.
That means it's quiet in the sense
that it's far from the Banff shopping
strip, but that the drone of raffic
isn't completely obscured,

That said, the walls of windows
that offer 180-degree mountain
views (arguably the best in Banff)
are well-glazed and fairdy sound-
proof. And if you head out behind
the hotel, along the wildlife corri-
dor that branches into the woods
from here, you are truly away from
irall

Clientele

As the Timberline Inn, this hotel
was a local haunt — the place for
weddings on the big patio and for
after-work drinks far from the tour-
is1 erowds in the town. Now, as the
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Juniper, it has become a bit of a
hideaway for couples looking for an
intimate retreat away from busy
Banff Avenue, although it's sill a
popular venue for mountain nup-
tials.

Rooms
The look is a pared-down, modem
rake on the usual mountain style
with furnishings including a sleck,
burnt-orange, ultra-suede sofa and
tile side tables, hewn from mas-
ive recycled wooden beams. The
rooms on the west-facing side have
huge windows and wide termces,
and there are two private cabins on
the property.
As for the chic suites here, with
masswv:mmilcslonclimpluctsan
glinng ardully across an ent
granite-topped wet bars,
TV, min showers and big soaking
tubs, they're the kind of cool co-
coon you're in no hurry to leave.

Service

The mood as you enter the lobby is
spa-like: Have a glass of fresh fruit
juice from the piicher on the front
desk while you sign in. or admire
the eed  black-and-whit

and juniper berries.

An earthen oven, modelled afier
those used by the Shuswap people
whao historically travelled through
|hn area, will be used on the patio

mountain photos snapped decades
ago by legendary local mountain-
eer Bruno Engler. Staff are helpful.

Food and drink
While the Mukamuk Bistro and
Lounge (the word means “food and
feasting” in the Chinook dialect)
has won rave reviews from critics,
the menu seems to be in a constant
state of flux as chefs come and go.
We enjoyed a delicious panko-
erusted portobello burger and mol-
ten chocolate soufflé for lunch, but
a new chef will be updating the of-
ferings this spring. celebrating the
area’s ancient aborigina history
with indigenous ingredients such
as bison, rocky mountain white fish

Meanwhile, dont miss the
chance (o peruse the circa 195 5
menu dlsp]uyv:d n]ong the hou

“herit " Back in the day, th
t meal here would set you
over 10 bucks — including
maock wrtle soup, © briand,
haked Alaska for two and impaorted
cheeses,

The lounge, with its wall of win-
dows and massive fiseplace, reflects
the rocks of Mount Rundle — truly
the best place to enjoy a cocktail

I

and watch light play across this
definitive local peak.
Things to do

The Juniper sits on a wildlife corri-
dor and a 4,000-year-old archeolo-

1f there's a hip boutique hotel in
Banff, the Juniper is [t It's rustic
and minimalist at the same time
— arenovation that has taken a
50-year-old local hotel (formerly
known as the Timberline Inn) into
the 21st-century.

Hotel vitals

THE JUNIPER

Essentials: 1 Juniper Way; 1-877-
TE2-2281: www.decorehaotels. com,
juniper,

Rates and rooms: The 52 rooms
nere include three luxury suites, a
three-bedoom penthouse and two
two-bedroom chalets. Rooms start
at $145; suites from $230; the pent-
house from $485; and chalets from
$286. BAB and ski/sleep packages
are offered. Petfriendly — add $25,
Top draws: A small, boutique-style
hotel in a secluded mountain set-
ting.

Needs work: The food service here is
in flux — it can be rather hard ta find
awaiter,

gical site. The remains of pit dwell-
ings, once occupled by early Shus-
wap people, can be found on the
hotel property and IIIL NEW OWIErs
plan to work
preserve the area il
terpretive centre hie

Several motion-sensitive camesr-
as have been installed on rails be
hind the hotel to document the
mavements of wildlife, and the im-
ages of animals traversing the prop-
erty will be pant of ongoing inter-
pretive displays at the hotel. Inter-
pretive trails meandering behind
the hotel on Mount Norquay are al
=0 in the planning stages.

Bottom line
This hip reno manages to offer big
city boutique style in the relaxed,
patural environment of the Rocky
Mountains.
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